AMENDED SPECIFICATION.

Beprinted as amended in accordance with the decision of the Comnptroller-Gieneral |
dated the 10th day of October 1906,

(The Amendments are shown in erased & stalse type.)

PROVISIONAL SPECIFICATION.
An Improved Game of Skill and Apparatus for Playing the same,

I HENRY JORN GERARD PEssERs of No. 6 West Bank Gardens. Folkstone Road
Dover, in the County of Kent, Manufacturer. do hereby declare the nature of this
invention to be as follows . —

- My invention relates to an itaproved game of skill, and apparatus for pla ing the
5 same. The object of my said invention is to produce an amusing gama of sKill with
s coinfreed device for delivering a prize or the like. I am aware that coinfreed
delivery devices are not novel, and 1 do not intend to make an especial claim
therdfor, except In combination with the mechanism hereinafter to be fully
described,
i0  In carrying my invention into effect I construct a vertical board, with two gnide
paths, between which are pins or st.olps, and a movesble cup, which may be moved
to the right or left hand by & suitable handle or lever arrangement and constitutes
the skill of the game,
The coin, of predetermined value is inserted into a slot in the case enclosing the
15 apparatus, which is preferably provided with a glass or other trangparent front to
snow the progress of the game, The coin, dropping upon a balanced lever, releases
a bail, which 1s placed in shooting position by the aforesaid release of a lever or
- Plunger, rendering it free to be shot vertically by means of a spring released by a
 trigger outside of the case. The ball is thus shot between the guide paths, or in
20 one path in which case if the operator is adept in moving the freely moveable cup
to catch the ball as it falls through the pins, said ball may be diverted from the
semicircular cup, and falling by gravity through a snitable trough or chute drops
upon the lever of a gravity freed drawer or slide, which being in connection with a
receptacle for tokens or prizes, delivers one to the operator. If the ball shoots over
25 and descends the opposite guide path or channel from which it is shot, it is stopped
by a rectractile pin, and another coin has to be inserted to secure a further trial of
- the game, by the release of said ball.
The game may be described as follows, that is to say
After the coin has been inserted into the slot, it drops upon a coin freed levér,
30 suitably counterpoised, then a knob or plunger is pulled (being thus released) which
retracts the pin bolding the ball and projects another or guard pin, these being
coupled or linked so that one is withdrawn and the other projected, but the object
is to prevent the operator from shooting the ball until the coin freed device has
been locked. So long as the ball passes after the impulse between the guide paths
35 it may always be played again since it returns to shooting position. The cup is
arranged upon a tube or plunger of free movement outside the case, and when the
ball descends through the spaces between the pins, the art or skill is to move said
cup to catch it, and thus transfer it to the token or prize releasing chute.
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I do not confine myself to pinsin carrfring out my invention, bub may use rings,
polygons or the like to inerease the siill required to operate the game, and may
modify the details to suit various conditions of application, '

Dated this 19 day of December 19060

FRED® WALKER,
73 St Stephen’s Road Upton Park London, E.
Agent for the Applicant.

COMPLETE SPECIFICATION (AMENDED)
An Improved Game of 8kill and Apparatus for Playing tne sams,

I, HExry Josn GERARD Prssers, of Rue de la Province, Antwerp, Belgiumn,
Manufacturer, late of 6 West Bank Gardens, Dover, do hereby declare the nature
of this invention and in what manner the same is to be performed, to be
particularly described and ascertained in and by the following statement - —

My invention consists of an apparatus for playing a game of skill in which balls,
set in motion by the player, may, if propelled with proper force, be caught in a
cup by the said player, after which they are caused to_ travel down a groove
wherein they operate mechanism for the automatic delivery of a prize or its
equivalent. When the ball or series of balls has been operated, it is out of play,
but can be again brought into play by coin-freod mechanism, all substantially as
hereinafter desecribed.

In the accompanying drawings :—

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of the apparatus, and

Fig. 2 is a rear view shewing the mechanism, the back of the case being
removed.

The device econsists of a rectangular case 1, of any suitable material ; this ease
ig divided in depth into two compartments by a partition 2, the front compartment
being closed by a glazed frame or door, whilst the rear compartment is closed
by means of a back not shewn.

Upon the partition 2 are fixed an inverted U-shaped frame or bar 4 and two

bars 5 and 6 the upper ends of which are bent so that they are parallel to the :

frame 4, about as shewn, there being a central opening 16, intended to allow th
balls to pass between them. :

Under a cross piece 7 is fixed a bell erank lever 8, provided Witk a handle 9
projecting outside the case. This lever is supported on a pivot 10 fixed to the
partition 2, aud itsshorter arm is connected to a spring 11.  Upen the longer arm
of the lever i a striker 12, made of elastic material, the upper end of which enters
an aperture in the cross piecs 7 at a point 13 where the ball to be next propelied
is situated. By depressing the handle 9 and then releasing it, the spring 11 will
cause the striker 12 to more or less smartly strike the ball and project the latter
up the groove 14, formed by the frame 4 and bar 5, and, according to the
momentum imparted to it, said ball will either travel completely round the
frame 4 and down the groove 15, or it will fall through the opening 16 between the
bars 5 and 6, or, if it has not been propelled with sutficient force to reach the said
opening 16, itreturns again through the groove 14 to the starting point, whence
it can be again propelled. If the ball be propelled with too much force, it falls
down the groove 156 until it comes against a stop 17, situated in an inclined
passage 18,

The object to be accomplished by the player is to propel the ball with just such
force as to cause it to fall through the opening 16 between the bars 5 and 6 and
then to catch said ball in a cup or equivaleni 20, but to increase the difficulty of
accomplishing this 1 provide a number of pins 19 about immediately under the
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Pessers’s Improved Game of Skill and A pparatus for Playing the same.
opening 16 which will divert the course of the ball in one direction or another
and thus render she catching of ssid ball cownparatively very difficult. The
cup 20 is fixed to a slide adapted to be moved horizontally in a guide or
slot 21 in the manner herein-after described, and should the player succeed in
eatching the ball, it passes, when the cup returns to its normal position, into a
passage where it sefs i motion a distributing dovice, which delivers a metal check
entitling the player to a prize. Behind the slide 20 and ade integral therewith
is a spindle 22 which, by a link 23,is connected to the end of a lever 24 having
three arms in the form of a T. This lever is pivotally sapported at 25 and its
arm 26 is connected to a spring 27, whilst the other arm 28 1s joined to a link 29
whose lower end is pivotally connected to a lever 30 mounted on 2 spindle 31 which
18 carried by a support 32 suitably fized to the partition 2,

The lever 30 projects outside the case 1 through a slot in the latter and is
formed or provided with a handle 33, the arrangement being such that, by
depressing said haandle more or less, any required position can be given to the
cup 20 along its horizontal slide, and that wish great rapiiity.

hen the cup receives a ball, the handle 83 is released and the cup is returnad

to its original or normal position by the action of the spring 27 ; the ball is then |

m line with & groove 34 into which it falls and which leads to the opening 35
(Fig. 1?) from whence it falls upon the inclined plane 18, where it is stopped by the
17,

pe%’n its passage along the groove 34, the ball depresses one end of a lever 36,
which is carried on a pivot 37, the effact of which is to raise the other end of said
lever (which latter end normally hooks in or engages with a plate 38) and by thus
raising or disengaging the normally depressed end from said le)a.te the latter may be
drawn out to a sufficient extent.

The plate 38 when being drawn out carries with it the bottom check of a pile of
brass or other checks arranged in the vertical tube or receptacle 39, which
check is deposited on to a small bracket 40 from which the player removes it
The plate 38 after having been pulled outward and relessed is drawn’ back into its
normnal position by the spring 48 and is again engaged by the lever 36.

To play this game, the player presses upon the handle 9 with the right hand,
whilst, with the left, he moves the lever 33, trying to catch the ball in the cup
should the said ball pass through the rows of pins. When all the balls have been
used in the game in the hereinbefore described manner, they collect behind one
another to the rear of the peg 17 and on the inclined plane 18, and, in order to
release the balls, that is to say to restore them to the position from which they can
be propelled, it is only necessary to temporarily move the peg 17 out of the way.
For this purpose said peg is arranged so as to be capable of being drawn into
the partition 2, and, to accomplish this, the peg 18 connected beneath the
partition to & lever or equivalent 41 mounted on 2 spindle 42 which is pivotally
carried in bearings 43, 44, so that the movement or partial rotation of the spindle 42
will draw the peg out of the way of the balls, This spindle 42 is operated by
means of a plate 45 whick is provided with a handle 46 to enable the player—
after having inserted a coin in the slot 47, as will be hereinafter described-—to
operate it, Norwally the plate 45—which is for this purpose formed with teeth
or equivaients—is locked or prevented from being operated by a pawl 60 which
engages at one end with said teeth and, which pawl may be raised out of engage-
ment with the plate 45 by inserting a coin in the slot 47, which coin travels
down a suitable chute and falls on the free end of the pawl 60 thereby raising the
opposite end of said pawl out of engagement with the plate 45 which the plate 45
can then be moved and the peg 17 drawn to one side to permir the balls to roll
Into the position shewn in dotted lines in Fig. | whence they are admitted to the
prepelling position ag 13, _

. The spindle 42 also carries a lever or equivslent 49 to which is fixed a peg 50,
in such a wnanner that when the spindle 42 is moved or rotated in order to with-
draw the peg 17,the peg 50 will be caused to project into the channel 14 and
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thereby prevent any balls from being brought into play. When the bails have
descended the inclined plane 18 and have arrived at the bottom thereof, the
handle 46 is released and the spring 41 returns the plate 45 to its original
position, the spindle 42 also returns to its normal position and the peg 17 again
projects over the inclined plane 18 whilst the peg 50 is withdrawn into the
partition.

The balls are now situated at the bottoxn of the inclined piane 18 and are pre-
vented from entering the passage 14 by a plate 52 which is mounied on & spindle 33,
which spindle also carries a rocking lever 54 the upper arm of which is normall
drawn towards the side of the case by a spring 55 while to the lower arm a slid-
able rod 56 having a handle 57 is pivotally attached, the arrangement being such
that by womentarily pulling the handle 57 the plate 52 will be swung open and a
ball rol into the passage 14, the handle 57 being released before a second ball has
timie to also enter said passage i

I am aware that it has previously been proposed o provide coin-freed games in

which balls, affer being released by coin-fresd meshanism, have been projected.

wpuurd with o view to being caught in receplucles sitwated ut various positions
on w vertical bagatelle bousd, und I make no brond claim to any such devices.

1 have, however, by my invention provided a sliding bu'l-catching cup under the
divect control of the operator, wpon the skilful manipulation of which sliding cup
the operator’s success dey ends.

Having now particularly described and ascertained the nature of my said inven-
tion and in what manner the same is to be performed, I declare that what I
claim is :—

1. A coin-freed apparatus for playing a gane of skill, in which a number of balls
may be propelled upwardly by the player into a channel formed by an inverted
U-shaped framne and two bars paralieFthereto, s0 a8 to fall through an opening left
between said two bars, a series or rows of pins through or between which said balls
must then pass, a moeveable cup or equivalent, th: position of whick is controlled by
the pluyer, wherein to catch said balls after having passed the pins, a distributing
device operated by said balls and which permits a metal check to be drawn from
the 1nachine, and a stop device operated by & coin, all for the purposes and sub-
stantially as described and illustrated.

& In-an-wppareths-caeh-av-eluimed-in-Clotm-1;-a-ease-divided-intotwo-parts-by-a
vertiesl-parttbion;-aninverted--U-sheped-feames-fwo-bars-paratlel-to-said-frame-snd
havinea-eleas-spaee-or-openihs-between. tholr-apper-ends o -8eries-arFows--6f-pins
fized-to-the-partition-nad-sitanted -nnder-seid-opening; a-heorizonial-slot-in-the-par-
fitions-n--eat—adupted--to--shide-alon r-spid slot-and-intended-to-reeeive-the balle-ia-
elined-planes-at-the-botton-of the-bars-asranged-so-ne-to-conduet-the--batls--into-o
lower-channel-u-lever-by-means-et-swhiek- the-balls-are-peopelled-and-a-coin-freed
stop-deriee;-ati-for-the-purposes-and-substantially as-deseribed-and-iHustrated.

2. 3. In apparatus for playing a gune of skill as claimsd in Claim I, the
arrangement of two bars curved at the top and leaving » free central space for the
passage of the balls, several rows of pins under said space, a moveable cup or
equivalent fixed to & slide and intended to catch the balls whilst falling, the said
siide being operated by the player by means of a T-shaped lever one arm of which
is connected thereto by a link, a channel into which the balls fall after having been
caught, and a lever within said channel operated by the falling ball, all for the
purposes snd substantially as deseribed and illussrated.

4--TIo--the--apparatus--claimed-in-Claim-1;-a-stop-peg-situnted-abovo-an-inelined
plane-siianted-at- the-bebtom-of-the-apparcatus-eud-preventing the-bells-played -from
retaraing-to-their-orisinal-eud. .normul--position: -the--said-peg-beinz-sonnceted-by
menns-of.a-lever-fxed-to-a-spindle-enrried in-two-bessings-this.spindle-when-moved
pr-rotated-eausine-suid--peg- to-be-drawn.inte-the-partition-in-ordes-to-loave-a-free
passage-For-the-balls;-t--cotn-operated--pawl-and-a-stop-adapted-to-prevent-a-balt
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being-propelled-whilst-the-rebarn-passage-is.-open;--al--for--the- parposes-and-sab-
B%aatmﬁf-aﬂ—éeseﬂhed sad-iHnstrated.

Dated this 21at day of October, 1901,
CHARLES BAUER, IMRIE & Co,
The City Patent Office,
L 72, Cannon Street, London, E.C.
Agents for the Apphcant,s

Redhill: Printed for His Majeaty’s Stationery Office, by Love & Malcomson, Ltd.—1808.
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